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dPt’tte  ije 

PATRICK  DUN  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  born 
in  1642,  of  a  family  long  settled  in  that  city, 
and  a  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  Dun  of  Dun,  or 
of  that  ilk,  near  Montrose. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1690  (eve  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Boyne),  ‘in  the  afternoon,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  being 
‘  accompanyed  by  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  and  other  great 
‘  Officers,  went  to  view  the  King’s  Camp,  from  the  con- 
‘  trary  side  of  Ouldbridge.  One  of  the  Royal  Canoniers, 
‘  perseaveing  a  Troop  of  Hors  to  observe  the  Irish  Camp, 
‘fired  that  way  a  small  piece;  the  ball  of  which  slanted 
‘  upon  the  right  shoulder  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
‘  took  away  a  piece  of  his  Coate,  and  struck  off  the 
‘  skin/* 

Patrick  Dun,  who  was  body  surgeon  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  is  believed  to  have  dressed  this  wound,  and 
so  enabled  the  Prince  to  take  the  important  part  which 


*  MSS.,  Earl  of  Fingall. 
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he  did  in  the  next  day’s  proceedings.  It  is  said  that 
Patrick  afterwards  received  the  honour  of  Knighthood 
for  this  service. 

The  single  life  of  any  importance  that  was  lost  in  this 
battle  was  that  of  brave  Mareshal  de  Schomberg  :  the  two 
Princes,  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  faring  well. 

Sir  Patrick  Dun  then  settled  as  a  Physician  in 

■ 

Dublin,  and  took  an  active  part  in  procuring  the  second 

1  .  1  1 

Charter  of  the  King  and  Queen’s  College  of  Physicians, 
and  was  appointed  the  first  President  of  that  renewed 
Body  in  1690. 

Sir  Patrick  Dun  died  in  1714,  without  children,  and 
his  widow,  Lady  Dun,  died  in  1748  :  from  which  time 
until  1800  various  disputes  took  place  regarding  the  dis¬ 
position  of  his  property,  which  terminated  in  the  latter 
year  (1800)  in  the  School  of  Physic  Act,  passed  by  the 
Irish  Parliament,  which  provided  that,  after  the  payment 
of  certain  fixed  charges  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  the 
remainder  of  the  profits  of  his  Estate*  in  Co.  Waterford 
should  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  an  Hospital 
in  Dublin,  which  from  that  time  has  been  called — 

iSit  patricit  HDun’jJ  hospital. 


*  ‘  The  lands  in  the  Co.  Waterford,  which  he  held  by  Lease  from  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  produced  at  first  only  a  prorit  rent  of  fifty-two  pounds  per  annum,’ 
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Sir  Patrick  Dun’s  Hospital  was  opened  for  the 

reception  of  patients  on  the  iOth  June;  1808,  from  which 

time,  until  the  year  1867,  it  remained  an  Hospital  devoted 

entirely  to  the  reception  of  medical  cases,1  and  the  instruc- 

»•  *  » 
tion  of  Students  in  Medicine  only. 


From  time  to  time  during  this  period  of  its  existence, 
although  limited  in  its  operations  to  medical  cases  only, 
it  rendered  most  important  services  to  the  citizens  of 
Dublin,  as  may  be  estimated  from  the  following  facts:  — 

1  ‘  1  *1  * 

that,  during  the  frightful  famine  years  of  1826-1828,  and 
1846-1848,  upwards  of  ten  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  Cases  of  Fever  were  treated  in  the  Wards 
of  this  Hospital. 


From  the  year  1808  until  the  year  1866,  SlR  PATRICK 
Dun’s  Hospital  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way, 
treating  none  but  Medical  cases,  and  ignoring  the  claims 

V.  !  t 

of  Surgery  and  Midwifery. 

Even  with  regard  to  Medicine  it  made  exceptions; 

for  in  the  year  1832,  when  Europe  first  felt  the  scourge 

*  ■  »  •  * .  * v* 

of  Asiatic  Cholera,  the  Governors  of  Dun’s  Hospital 

•  1  *  •  •»  V  ►  •  •  *  t  «,  ,  .  j 

refused  to  admit  cases  of  this  disease  within  its  walls. 


In  the  year  1866,  when  cholera  again  visited  Dublin, 
wider  counsels  prevailed,  and  the  Governors’  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital  opened  their  wards  for  the  reception  of  cholera, 
being  supported  in  this  view  of  their  duty  by  the  Mater 
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Misericordiae  Hospital,  by  the  House  of  Industry,  and  the 
Meath  Hospitals.  The  cholera  epidemic  of  1866  showed 
the  defects  of  the  previous  constitution  of  Sir  Patrick 
Dun’s  Hospital,  in  regard  to  its  nursing  arrangements, 
which  broke  down  completely  during  the  trial,  and  had  to 
be  supplemented  i>y  temporary  volunteer  arrangements 
amongst  the  Medical  Officers  and  Students. 

As  a  result  of  the  painful  experience  acquired  in  1866, 
the  whole  internal  arrangements  of  the  Hospital  were  re- 
constituted,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
the  College  of  Physicians,  and  Trinity  College,  an 
Amendment  of  the  School  of  Physic  Act  was  passed 
in  1867,  by  which  Surgery  and  Midwifery  were  placed 

■  t  »  \  f  t  +_  ■  +  *  •  •  '  •  ;  K  * 

in  the  work  of  the  Hospital,  on  the  same  footing  as 
Medicine,  and  also  arrangements  made  for  improving 
the  skill  and  training  of  Nurses  in  the  Hospital,  for 
which  the  Governors  feel  especially  bound  to  thank  the 
Countess  of  Meath  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Chenevix  Trench 
for  their  kind  assistance. 


6  Ye  Storie  of  Sir  Patrick  Dvn  &  hys  Hospital. 


m  Second 

The  Governors  of  Sir  P.  Dun’s  Hospital  have  for 
a  long  time  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  high  position 
which  that  Institution  has  held  among  the  Charities  of 
this  city ;  but  they  now  find,  to  their  deep  regret,  that 
their  efforts  must  prove  altogether  fruitless,  unless  means 
can  be  found  by  which  the  income  of  the  Hospital  will 
be  very  considerably  increased.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  they  propose  to  convene  a  Meeting  of  those 
who,  either  by  reason  of  their  connexion  with  the 
Hospital  as  Governors,  Subscribers,  or  Donors,  or  for 
other  reasons,  are  interested  in  its  welfare ;  and  they  have 
requested  us,  on  their  behalf,  to  lay  before  you  a  short 
statement  of  the  grounds  why  the  present  appeal  is  made. 

Originally  established,  and  for  many  years  almost 
entirely  supported  by,  the  income  arising  out  of  the 
Estates  of  Sir  P.  Dun,  the  Hospital  was  but  little 
supported  by  private  benevolence  —  the  flow  of  which 
was  naturally  directed  in  favour  of  other  Institutions 
more  entirely  dependent  upon  its  aid. 

During  the  five  years  from  1866  to  1870,  the  Plospital 
received  from  the  Estate  an  average  of  ^1368  per  year. 
During  the  five  years  from  1881  to  1885  the  Hospital 
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received  an  average  of^i 232  per  year.  During  the  year 
/88k  the  Hospital  received  only  ^385  from  Dun’s  Estate; 
and  the  prospects  of  the  rents  returning  to  their  former 
value  appear  very  remote. 

The  Hospital  is  now  in  debt  to  their  Bankers,  and 
there  is  no  Fund  available  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Governors  to  meet  their  immediate  wants.  Unless  the 
Governors  be  now  strongly  supported  by  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Poor,  they  will  be  con¬ 
strained  so  far  to  diminish  the  number  of  Beds,  as  to 
reduce  Sir  P.  Dun’s  to  the  position  of  a  minor  Hospital. 

The  consequences  of  such  a  step  would  be  prejudicial 
in  more  than  one  respect.  Its  direct  results  would  be — 
(1)  A  considerable  diminution  of  the  relief  given  to  the 
Destitute  Sick  of  a  district  largely  dependent  on  this 
Hospital  alone  for  assistance;  and  (2)  a  material  injury 
to  the  great  Clinical  School  which  it  now  supports.  But 
these  will  not  be  the  only  evils  which  will  follow;  or, 
rather,  they  will  be  enhanced  by  other  results.  For,  as 
the  distribution  of  the  Hospital  Sunday  Fund  is  partly 
founded  on  the  actual  amount  of  relief  afforded  by  each 
Hospital  as  compared  with  others,  the  share  of  Sir  P. 
Duns  in  that  Fund  (and  therefore  the  income  of  the 
Charity)  will  be  proportionally  lessened. 


NIL  ADMIRARI. 


